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family to make only a certain shape of basket. The family that
makes round, deep baskets will not do oval or flat work. The
weaving is the work of the women, old men and children. It will
be noticed that the weaving is done over foundations of narrow,
thin strips that are very pliant. These strips, called splints, are
made from the black oak tree. Long and thick pieces are
removed from the tree and beaten with the blunt end of an axe.
This separates the layers in which the wood grows. Each layer is
then hand-scraped to the desired thinness between two knives.
Here again a modern method would save much time and
energy, but that is the Indian way and no other way will suit
them. Not being possessed of the natural green color of the
sweet grass, the splints are hand...
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