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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Coming of Yale College to New Haven: An
Historical Address at the Commemoration of the Two Hundredth Anniversary of the Removal of the Collegiate
School of Connecticut to New Haven, October 21, 1916 The dream of a College in New Haven was a vision which
had early risen before the minds of the founders. Rev. John Davenport, its chief spiritual leader, had urged such
a foundation, probably as early as 1645, when New Haven was but in its infancy, in words prophetic of what
Yale was to be, though used in this instance regarding the free school which was the immediate object of
discussion. He would have a College: for the better trayning upp of youth in this town, that through God s
blessing, they may be fitted for publique service hereaEer, either in church or commonweale. Nor was
Davenport without support in this endeavor. The town of New Haven, as early as 1648, set aside land on what is
now Elm Street, near the present. ITetKjple Str8j3t, . a site for the desired seat of learning. Foui years raier, eti(3,
eavors were made to enlist the aid of, jtlie; t5i rr;tf of the little New Haven Colony in the iiiidertakin. In 165, the
General Court of the New Haven commonwealth had reason to believe that New Haven, besides its promised
land, would contribute 300 for the foundation of a College, and that the other towns of the New Haven
jurisdiction would raise the sum to 540. A few months later, Davenport was soliciting the assistance of that
generous friend of education, Governor Edward Hopkins, of the Connecticut Colony, then returned to England,
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