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Langdon Cheves, in the Southern Convention: At Nashville,
Tennessee, November 14, 1850 We meet on a melancholy
occasion. It is to devise the means of defending the Southern
States against a great and alarming danger, a danger with
which we are not threatened by a foreign foe or a common
enemy, but by our fellow-citizens, whom fraternal feelings and
fidelity to plighted faith; whom gratitude for great benefits
which, more than all other causes, have made them great,
wealthy and powerful; should have made our hearty friends,
and our devoted allies in all adversity. Instead of which, we find
them our most unjust oppressors, our bitter and most
unappeasable enemies. Having deprived us, practically, of all
power under the common government which bound us
together, they are aiming at the subversion of our dearest
rights, the destruction of our most valuable property, and the
desolation of our country. Our inquiry will, of course, be of
Southern rights. Southern wrongs, and Southern dangers. The
general rights of the Southern States are those of...
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