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LOVING HUMANITY, LEARNING, AND BEING HONORED: THE
FOUNDATIONS OF LEADERSHIP IN XENOPHON S EDUCATION OF
CYRUS

Harvard University, Center for Hellenic Studies, United States, 2012. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 221 x 150
mm. Language: English . Brand New Book. Xenophon is generally thought to have done his best theorizing on
leadership through his portrayal of Cyrus the Great, the first king of the Persian Empire. In this book, Norman
Sandridge argues that Xenophon actually reduces his Theory of Leadership to a set of fundamental traits,
namely, the love of humanity, the love of learning, and the love of being honored. These so-called fundamental
traits are the product of several rich contexts across culture and across time: the portrait of Cyrus seems as
much a composite of Persian folklore as a pointed response to Plato s Philosopher King. Sandridge further
argues that Xenophon s Theory of Leadership is effective for addressing many problems of leadership that were
familiar to Xenophon and his fourth-century Athenian contemporaries, notably Plato and Isocrates. By looking
at the contexts in which Xenophon s theory was conceived, as well as the problems of leadership he sought to
address, this book sees Xenophon as attempting a sincerely laudatory though not ideal portrait of Cyrus. The
study thus falls between interpretations of the Education of Cyrus that have seen Cyrus as either a perfect
leader or an ironically flawed one.
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