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coin worth between two-fifths and onehalf of a cent. The sophist
was, therefore, at that time allowed to charge his pupil a little
over one dollar a month. This restriction on prices, however, did
not long remain in force.1 Of course, the sophist s income
depended in large measure on the number of his students. From
a few intimations we are enabled to gain some idea of what the
size of the classes was; as a rule, they appear, in the case of the
more famous sophists, to have been large. Chrestus of
Byzantium is said to have had a hundred paying pupils at one
time.2 Libanius, at the beginning of his career, was promised
forty pupils if he would set up a school in Constantinople, and,
when he actually did so, he gathered more than eighty.
Afterward, 1 Until 1890 the value...
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