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The biennial Legislature of Minnesota in April, 1913, created a Public Education Commission to make careful
study and investigation of conditions in this state with respect to public education, including the public school
system and public educational institutions, and the relation of the educational institutions one to another and
to the public school system; to recommend a general plan for the organization and administration of public
education and public educational institutions. The general purpose of the Commission shall be to effect
economy and efficiency with respect to the several branches of public education in this state. The Governor
appointed as members of this Commission: W. D. Willard, cashier, First National Bank, Mankato; W. G. Crosby,
attorney, Duluth; J. A. DuBois, physician, Sauk Centre; Marie Lovsnes, county superintendent of schools,
Norman County; W. F. Webster, principal of East. High School, Minneapolis; J. A. Hartigan, president Farm
Mortgage Bond Company, St. Paul; C. G. Schulz, state superintendent of education. The Commission organized
in June by electing W. D. Willard as chairman, and the writer of this study as secretary. The report of the
Commission does not include any comprehensive statement of the method or of the data on which its
conclusions and recommendations were founded. After the Commission had concluded its work the data
compiled were placed on file in the office of the State Superintendent of Education. As stated above, the work of
the Commission was to effect economy and efficiency with respect to the several branches of public education
in the state. A part of the problem was to determine where economy could be most...
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