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It is only in folklore that we can hope to recover something of the way they thought and felt, but in the west of
Ireland and Scotland, in Wales, and in the Midland Counties of England we still meet short, dark-haired, long-
skulled people who retain the characteristics of this steady and valiant race. It is not impossible that some of the
elements of their character and thought have entered into and still influence English poetry. How long they
lived undisturbed does not appear, but at last an Aryan folk, part of the first Celtic migration, invaded our
island, drove back these Neolithic people to the west and north, but mingled with them, and the farther west
and north they pushed the greater was the admixture. This first Celtic race are named the Goidels or the Gaels,
and they colonised not only Great Britain, but also the Isle of Man, the Western Isles, and Ireland. They have
lasted down to our own day, and the imaginative and enkindling spirit of their thought, literature, and art,
infused into the English nature by intercourse and amalgamation, have had an intermittent and spiritual
influence on the poetry and prose of England. That influence was sometimes great, as at the beginning of our
literature. Sometimes it was but little, but it always inspired when it came. After King AElfred s days, and for a
very long time, it ceased to do more than now and again to touch England; but it began to act on us again at
the end of the eighteenth century, and at the end of the nineteenth and...
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