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Trinacria Editions. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Sicilian Genealogy & Heraldry, Louis
Mendola, "In Sicilian genealogy, a generation by generation lineage to the Late Middle Ages isn't unusual. This
definitive guide shows you how to do it. Sicily boasts the world's best genealogical records, revealing the deep
roots of a Sicilian identity and facilitating the construction of many pedigrees into the fifteenth century. Based
on the author's 30 years of experience as a foremost expert in the field, this is the first complete guide ever
published in English dedicated exclusively to Sicilian genealogical research. (lts publication established a new
subject category in the Dewey catalog.) Topics range from parochial, civil and feudal records to DNA
haplotyping, religion, rural life, cuisine, ethnography, coats of arms, surname origins and Jewish genealogy,
with insightful, accurate information on historiography and research strategies (a few published here for the
first time). Its reading list is a veritable canon constituting a syllabus for Sicilian studies. With scientific rigor and
disarming candor, "the Indiana Jones of Italian history" shows you how to "push the envelope" of your family
history research into Sicily's multicultural medieval era. Family history is more than names, dates and
pedigrees; it is the people and culture behind the names. Social context is not overlooked. If there were ever a
handbook on Sicilian identity, this would be it. Mendola's books offer much in the field of Sicilian ethnology.
This book covers a wide range of topics in detail, transcending conventional strategies to explain the "how and
why" of historical research: shortcuts and methods as well as advice on pitfalls to avoid. As a serious guide for
dedicated researchers, it presumes some familiarity with basic genealogy, recommending introductory books
to complement what one reads in this one, so don't expect photographs of vital statistics...
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