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Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not
indexed. Not illustrated. 1857 Excerpt: . in attendance. The number is limited to 220 at any one term, selections
to be one from each school society. Tuition free. State Reform School, West Meriden.--Roswell Hawley,
Superintendent. This institution was opened for the reception of pupils March 1,1854. From thai time to April
1,1857, 261 boys were received. In the school April 1, 1856, 126; 3 were received during the year, and 39
discharged, escaped, or died, leaving in the school, April 1, 1857, 170. Of the 264 committed, 147 were for theft,
12 for burglary, 41 for vagrancy, and 36 for stubbornness. 130 were committed during minority, 30 for two
years, 20 for three years, 9 for five years, 7 for six years, 2 for ten years. 39 were born abroad, 225 were natives
of the United States. Of those bom in America, 40 were of Irish parentage, 2 of German, and 8 of English. 33 are
colored. The average age of the boys when committed was nearly 12J years. The Legislature, in 1857, provided
that no child should be sent there under 10 years, nor for a period less than 9 months. The grade-system is
adopted. Records are kept, and the standing of each boy is determined by his daily conduct. The school is
divided into four grades, and each grade into four classes. The discipline is maintained by promotion or
degrading, by withholding food, by confinement, and, if necessity requires it, by corporal punishment. The time
is allotted, school, 44;...
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