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Fr. Zalvidea was well versed in the native tongue in which he was
accustomed to preach at San Gabriel. There is no evidence that
he ever had an enemy, or said an unkind word of any man. He
refused to quit San Luis Rev. where he believed his services to be
needed, but finally it was thought best to remove him to San
Juan. A cart was prepared with all possible conveniences, by
advice of Fr. Oliva and Apollinaria Lorenzana, who had nursed
him for some days. The night before his journey was to be made
Fr. Zalvidea died. He was buried in the Mission church at the left
side of the altar. The date is not known, but it was apparently
early in 1846. He was a tall man, of fine presence and fair
complexion, always courteous in his manner, with a smile...
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