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than a million books for free. This is an OCR edition with typos. Excerpt from book: A Poet s Letters to a Friend
Paul Hamilton Hayne Long before the public knew anything of Sidney Lanier as an author, it was my good
fortune to have formed his acquaintance, not personally, but by correspondence. In the year 1867, if memory
serves me, a poem by him in one of the Southern periodicals attracted my notice. It was a brief lyric,
distinguished by a peculiar and scarcely definable quality of fancy, which affected the reader much as a loving
observer of nature might be affected by the strange, golden remoteness of an October horizon. | wrote to the
young poet, who was more than a decade my junior, some words of appreciation touching these verses; and he
replied in a manner so cordial that thenceforth a correspondence was established between us, which, though
with many interruptions, continued down to a period closely preceding his death. From the beginning | could
not but place a high value upon his letters. Their quaintness of thought and phraseology seemed at first to
indicate affectation, ? an affectation of archaism; but soon | learned to under- derstand that this style was as
natural to Lanier as 1 When Mr. Hayne printed some of these letters in the Critic in 1886, his delicacy of feeling
led him to omit all those portions in which Mr. Lanier expressed admiration for Mr. Hayne s work. It seems
fitting that these should now be restored, and the letters are accordingly printed here in their...
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