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***** The Civil Rights Division of the United States Department
of Justice opened its investigation of the Ferguson Police
Department ("FPD") on September 4, 2014. This investigation
has revealed a pattern or practice of unlawful conduct within
the Ferguson Police Department that violates the First, Fourth,
and Fourteenth Amendments to the United States Constitution,
it and federal statutory law. Over the course of the investigation,
we interviewed City officials, including City Manager John
Shaw, Mayor James Knowles, Chief of Police Thomas Jackson,
Municipal Judge Ronald Brockmeyer, the Municipal Court
Clerk, Fergusons Finance Director, half of FPDs sworn officers,
and others. We spent, collectively, approximately 100 person-
days onsite in Ferguson. We participated in ride-alongs with
on-duty officers, reviewed over 35,000 pages of police records
as well as thousands of emails and other electronic materials
provided by the police department. Enlisting the assistance of
statistical experts, we analyzed FPDs data on stops, searches,
citations, and arrests, as well as data collected by the
municipal court. We observed four separate sessions of
Ferguson Municipal Court, interviewing dozens of people
charged...
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difficult to leave it before concluding, once you begin to read the book.
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