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surfaces by Scanning Tunnelling Microscopy (STM), Low Energy Electron Diffraction (LEED) and Ultraviolet
Photoelectron Spectroscopy (UPS). The research has been focussed both on the adsorption of CUOEP on clean
metals as well as on ultrathin sodium chloride films grown on metals. For this reason, in a first stage, the
growth of NaCl films on Cu(111), Ag(111) and Ag(001) has been carefully investigated. For submonolayer
coverages the samples show the formation of NaCl islands with a characteristic rectangular shape, which
coexist with clean metal regions. Salt structures 1 to 3 ML thick can be identified. CUOEP molecules have been
deposited on the so prepared heterogeneous salt-metal surfaces. STM reveals that the molecules self organize
in ordered monolayers on the bare metal areas as well as on the NaCl islands. Series of observations performed
by increasing the CuOEP coverage in steps from 0 to 1 ML revealed that the assembly develops in a hierarchical
fashion. Molecules sequentially adsorb and assemble first on the bare metal, then on the 1-layer and 2-layer
thick NaCl areas. From these observations it can be inferred that the adsorption energy of CUOEP decreases by
introducing an insulator layer and by increasing its thickness. Moreover, the investigation of the STM
appearance of CUOEP as a function of the bias voltage, indicates a weaker adsorbate-substrate interaction on
the NaCl/metal system than on the bare metal. The adsorption of CUOEP on the clean metal has been further
investigated by LEED and UPS. Combining LEED and STM, the structure of the molecular layer formed on
Cu(111), Ag(111) and Ag(001) is determined. Information on the adsorption conformation of CUOEP has also
been gained...
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