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indexed. Not illustrated. 1904 Excerpt: .and that Mr. Barrie has not duly correlated his delightful extravagances
with the serious notion in the back of his head. The part of Lord Carlton, played by Mr. John Hare, is another
example of irrelevance. He is the most prominent male character in the play, and yet he has practically nothing
to do with Mr. Barrie s idea. He ought, surely, to be one of the suGerers whom the girldoctor wishes to cure. As it
is, he is simply a walkingand-talking gentleman, who asks her to marry him just before the curtain falls. Mr.
Barrie is quite popular enough, quite suGiciently recognised as a sentimentalist, to have omitted that
perfunctory touch of sentiment. AJer the roaring absurdities of the preceding scene, it can have imposed on
nobody, and must have jarred on many people. The worst of it is that Lord Carlton might easily be made
relevant. If he were the prime glutton in the play, and yet fascinated by the girldoctor, and if in that final scene
between them he had to choose between her and happiness on the one hand and dyspeptic plenty on the other,
and if, aJer a desperate heart-struggle, he chose the latter alternative. but I seem to be mistaking collaboration
for criticism. Mr. John Hare s quaint and pungent manner was a corrective to his words in that final scene; and
throughout the play he was admirable. One watches him with the same pleasure as one has in sipping...
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