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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1911 edition. Excerpt: .prove that there is no reciprocity in the strict sense. A proper
understanding of the nature of causality, as the law according to which the conditions or states of matter
which appear determine their position in time, 3 a law regulating our entire perceptual world, would show
clearly, Schopenhauer maintains, the empty, false, and invalid character of the conception of reciprocity. The
direction of the causal succession is by no means a matter of indifference. Cause and effect are no vague,
interchangeable terms. Cause is precisely the antecedent state of matter A, which necessarily evokes the
consequent state of matter B. The temporal factor is of the very first importance in any causal succession, and
this is just what is completely left out of account in the category of Reciprocity. For, in calling the two states A
and B reciprocal, Kant virtually asserts that both are cause and both are effect of each other; but this really
amounts to saying that each of the two is the earlier and also the later; thus it is an absurdity. Causality and
reciprocity are thus incompatible; and, inasmuch as the entire world of perception is a causally connected
world, reciprocity is inadmissible as a category of the understanding. In the realm of reason, to be sure, where
nothing happens, e. g., in the abstract reasons and consequents of logic and mathematics, reciprocity is the
ruling principle precisely because there causality as the category of perception is ruled...
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