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Createspace, United States, 2015. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 203 x 127 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION Einstein s first paper on the restricted
Theory of Relativity , originally published in the Annalen der Physik in [905. Translated from the original German
Papers by Dr. Meghnad Saha Lord Kelvin writing-in 1893, in his prefaceto the English edition of Hertz s
Researches on Electric Waves, says many workers and many thinkers have helped to build up the nineteenth
century school of plenum, one ether for light, heat, electricity, magnetism; and the German and English
volumes containing Hertz s electrical papers, given to the world in the last decade of the century, will be a
permanent monument of the splendid consummation now realised. Ten years later, in 1905, we find Einstein
declaring that the ether will be proved to be superflous. At first sight the revolution in scientific thought brought
about in the course of a single decade appears to be almost too violent. A more careful even though a rapid
review of the subject will, however, show how the Theory of Relativity gradually became a historical necessity.
Towards the beginning of the nineteenth century, the luminiferous ether came into prominence as a result of
the brilliant successes of the wave theory in the hands of Young and Fresnel. In its stationary aspect the elastic
solid ether was the outcome of the search for a medium in which the lightwaves may undulate. This stationary
ether, as shown by Young, also afforded a satisfactory explanation of astronomical aberration. But its very
success gave rise to a host of new questionsall bearing on the central problem of relative motion of ether and
matter. On the other hand, the negativeevidences in favour of the convection-coefficient had also multiplied....
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