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Pen Sword Books Ltd, United Kingdom, 2010. Hardback. Book Condition: New. 236 x 156 mm. Language: English
. Brand New Book. Harley Boxall was awarded his RAF wings on 3 October 1936 and was posted to 40 Squadron
flying Hawker Hinds. On 1 April1937 he was posted to Bircham Newton in Norfolk to train with 206 Squadron
which was a General Reconnaissance and Training unit equipped with the Avro Anson. He then joined 62
Squadron shortly after it was formed and received its first Blenheim in February 1938. During the summer of
1939 and because of increasing political tension in Europe, a decision was taken to reinforce the Far East Air
Force with two squadrons of Blenheims. The urgency of the situation required that the aircraft, from 34 and 62
Squadrons, be flown out to their final destination at Tengah in Singapore. It took a total fifty flying hours to
arrive. On Thursday 4 April 1940 a signal came through from Air Headquarters that aircraft were to make a
reconnaissance of Sabang Harbour and photograph any shipping therein. Five Blenheims took-off from Alor
Star at 1030 and on leaving Sabang behind at 1300 hours, Boxall climbed to gain height for the long return sea
crossing. He had gained an altitude of 9,000 ft. when, some forty miles from the coast of Sumatra, the oil
pressure of his starboard engine fell to zero. Within a minute or so, the port engine seized and he was flying in
silence. After a successful crash landing on the sea the crew waded through the coral, heedless of the cuts
inflicted, and fell exhausted on the beach. The island was roughly two miles long by one mile across, rising
steeply from the shore to a height of about four hundred feet and covered with thick...
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